
RAIL IDENTIFICATION

Identifying Rail
Many sizes of rail have been 
produced in the last 100 years. It is 
important to identify the specific 
pound weight per yard and rail 
section designation (section is the 
shape of the rail when viewed on 
its end). Stamped at intervals on 
the web of the rail are letters and 
numbers which identify the weight 
per yard and rail section.  
Consult the chart here for an  
exact rail size designation. 

Data provided courtesy of L.B. Foster Company.

Rails designated by ASCE  
(especially 12 lb. to 85 lb.) are likely 
to be used as crane rail. The heavier 
rails shown are for railroad use.

Rail Dimensions

HT Height
BW Width of Base
HW Width of Head
W Web (at center point)
HD Depth of Head
FD Fishing
BD Depth of Base
E Bolt Hole Elevation

Web

Base

Head (or ball)
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